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Acknowledgment of Country

I would like to acknowledge the Gadigal 

people of the Eora Nation upon whose 

ancestral lands UTS City campus now 

stands. 

I would also like to pay respect 

to the Elders both past and present, 

acknowledging them as the traditional 

custodians of knowledge for this land.

“Mudung (Alive)”

by Gadigal artist Konstantina 2

https://www.kateowengallery.com/artists/Kon1012/Kon21844.htm


Simon’s journey starts with HCI…

▪ Technocentric software → Human-Centred Design as 

humanistic, democratic resistance 

▪ Empowered stakeholders by giving them a meaningful 

voice in the design process 

▪ → a design/research discipline and profession

▪ HCI’s theoretical story is one of enlarging the frame: 

1 ‘user’+computer → pervasive (anti)social infrastructure

▪ This has shaped LA/AIED 

▪ Now we need to enlarge the frame again…
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Systemic Collapse 
→ Pedagogies of Hope 

What kinds of student must we 
now cultivate?

Hope • Purpose • Meaning
Knowledge • Skills 

• Dispositions

Simon’s journey… enlarging the frame
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Servant-Miklos, G. (2024). Pedagogies of Collapse: A hopeful education for the end of the world as we know it. Bloomsbury Academic. https://doi.org/10.5040/9781350400528 / https://www.bildungclimateschool.com

Eriksson, E., Yoo, D., Bekker, T., & Nilsson, E. M. (2024). More-than-Human Perspectives in Human-Computer Interaction Research: A Scoping Review. Proceedings NordCHI24, pp.1-18. 

https://dx.doi.org/10.1145/3679318.3685408

Stein, S. & Andreotti, V. (2025). Repurposing the University in Times of Social and Ecological Breakdown: From the Ivory Tower to the Nurse Log. Canadian Jnl. Education, 48(1), 120-144. https://doi.org/10.53967/cje-rce.7069

Andreotti, V., et al. (2026). AI Cheerleading, AI Abstention and AI Redirection. Meta-Relationality & AI Project. https://vanessaandreotti.substack.com/p/ai-cheerleading-ai-abstention-and

MtH is carving a 
niche in HCI 

HCI Theory • Design • Education
MoreThanHumanDesign.eu

“… embracing not only more-than-human 
beings, but also entities, materials, and 
technologies as actors or companions 

with which we are intimately 
entangled and share the world”

(Eriksson et al 2024)

Complexity, 
Relationality, 
HigherEd & AI

Gesturing Towards Decolonial 
Futures • Burnout From Humans 

• Abundant Intelligences • 
Meta-Relationality Institute
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Sharon’s acknowledgement of lands, 

waters, and peoples 
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For each approach, we outline some characteristic tensions 

using the formulation “with/out” from the work of the 

Gesturing Towards Decolonial Futures Collective, 

e.g.

● Legibility with/out capture 

● Entanglement with/out diluted responsibility 

The / marks a commitment to reflexive inquiry, not a guarantee

Staying with the tensions
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AIED implications include...

Harness the diverse potential of AIED 

approaches to advance such learning 

Recognise embodied ways of sensing/knowing 

beyond the abstract symbolic (e.g., linguistic, 

mathematical, diagrammatic)

Tensions…

● Perception with/out projection

● Legibility with/out capture
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AIED implications include...

AIED informed by insights into collective 

intelligence in the natural world

AIED that draws learners’ attention to what is 

lost in computational patterning/abstraction

Tensions…

● Inspiration with/out abstraction

● Innovation with/out domestication
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AIED implications include...

Harness the diverse potential of AIED 

approaches to advance such learning 

More frugal AIED as energy and minerals run 

low, and infrastructure breaks

Non-AIED alternatives for conscientious 

objectors

Tension…

● Entanglement with/out diluted 

responsibility
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AIED implications include...

Scaffolding students to engage AI critically in 

different relational modalities

AIED that prompts students to reflect on how 

they engaged in a particular conversation

Tension…

● Relational openness with/out reductionism
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AIED implications include...

Whose conception of “the learner” has been 

designed for?

Whose knowledge is being codified, 

patterned, and cultivated?

Tensions…

● Decentring with/out erasing historical 

difference

● Epistemic reorientation with/out 

appropriation
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